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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Except’’. 

CHAPTER 11—FOREIGN AGENTS AND 
PROPAGANDA 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

Sec. 

601. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER II—REGISTRATION OF FOREIGN 
PROPAGANDISTS 

611. Definitions. 
612. Registration statement. 

(a) Filing; contents. 
(b) Supplements; filing period. 
(c) Execution of statement under oath. 
(d) Filing of statement not deemed full 

compliance nor as preclusion from 
prosecution. 

(e) Incorporation of previous statement 
by reference. 

(f) Exemption by Attorney General. 
613. Exemptions. 

(a) Diplomatic or consular officers. 
(b) Officials of foreign government. 
(c) Staff members of diplomatic or con-

sular officers. 
(d) Private and nonpolitical activities; 

solicitation of funds. 
(e) Religious, scholastic, or scientific 

pursuits. 
(f) Defense of foreign government vital 

to United States defense. 
(g) Persons qualified to practice law. 
(h) Agents of foreign principals. 

614. Filing and labeling of political propaganda. 
(a) Copies to Attorney General; state-

ment as to places, times, and extent 
of transmission. 

(b) Identification statement. 
(c) Public inspection. 
(d) Library of Congress. 
(e) Information furnished to agency or 

official of United States Govern-
ment. 

(f) Appearances before Congressional 
committees. 

615. Books and records. 
616. Public examination of official records; trans-

mittal of records and information. 
(a) Permanent copy of statement; inspec-

tion; withdrawal. 
(b) Secretary of State. 
(c) Executive departments and agencies; 

Congressional committees. 
617. Liability of officers. 
618. Enforcement and penalties. 

(a) Violations; false statements and will-
ful omissions. 

(b) Proof of identity of foreign principal. 
(c) Deportation. 
(d) Repealed. 
(e) Continuing offense. 
(f) Injunctive remedy; jurisdiction of dis-

trict court. 
(g) Deficient registration statement. 
(h) Contingent fee arrangement. 

619. Territorial applicability of subchapter. 
620. Rules and regulations. 
621. Reports to Congress. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 601. Repealed. June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 21, 62 
Stat. 862, eff. Sept. 1, 1948 

Section, acts June 15, 1917, ch. 30, title VIII, § 3, 40 
Stat. 226; Mar. 28, 1940, ch. 72, § 6, 54 Stat. 80, related to 
acting as a foreign agent without notice to Secretary of 
State. See section 951 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal 
Procedure. 

SUBCHAPTER II—REGISTRATION OF 
FOREIGN PROPAGANDISTS 

EX. ORD. NO. 9176. TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION FUNC-
TIONS FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 9176, May 29, 1942, 7 F.R. 4127, provided: 
By virtue of the authority vested in me by Title I of 

the First War Powers Act, 1941, approved December 18, 
1941 (Public Law No. 354, 77th Congress [section 601 et 
seq. of Title 50, Appendix, War and National Defense]), 
and as President of the United States, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

1. All functions, powers and duties of the Secretary of 
State under the act of June 8, 1938 (52 Stat. 631), as 
amended by the act of August 7, 1939 (53 Stat. 1244), re-
quiring the registration of agents of foreign principals, 
are hereby transferred to and vested in the Attorney 
General. 

2. All property, books and records heretofore main-
tained by the Secretary of State with respect to his ad-
ministration of said act of June 8, 1938, as amended, are 
hereby transferred to and vested in the Attorney Gen-
eral. 

3. The Attorney General shall furnish to the Sec-
retary of State for such comment, if any, as the Sec-
retary of State may desire to make from the point of 
view of the foreign relations of the United States, one 
copy of each registration statement that is hereafter 
filed with the Attorney General in accordance with the 
provisions of this Executive order. 

4. All rules, regulations and forms which have been 
issued by the Secretary of State pursuant to the provi-
sions of said act of June 8, 1938, as amended, and which 
are in effect shall continue in effect until modified, su-
perseded, revoked or repealed by the Attorney General. 

5. This order shall become effective as of June 1, 1942. 

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT. 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in title 2 section 1602; 
title 8 section 1251; title 18 section 219; title 48 section 
1905; title 50 App. section 34. 

§ 611. Definitions 

As used in and for the purposes of this sub-
chapter— 

(a) The term ‘‘person’’ includes an individual, 
partnership, association, corporation, organiza-
tion, or any other combination of individuals; 

(b) The term ‘‘foreign principal’’ includes— 
(1) a government of a foreign country and a 

foreign political party; 
(2) a person outside of the United States, un-

less it is established that such person is an in-
dividual and a citizen of and domiciled within 
the United States, or that such person is not 
an individual and is organized under or cre-
ated by the laws of the United States or of any 
State or other place subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States and has its principal 
place of business within the United States; and 

(3) a partnership, association, corporation, 
organization, or other combination of persons 
organized under the laws of or having its prin-
cipal place of business in a foreign country. 

(c) Expect 1 as provided in subsection (d) of 
this section, the term ‘‘agent of a foreign prin-
cipal’’ means— 

(1) any person who acts as an agent, rep-
resentative, employee, or servant, or any per-
son who acts in any other capacity at the 


